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DEFENSE FUND DRIVE

Mat
times in Nov.

A series of fundraising events for
ex-Air Force T.Sgt. Leonard  Matlovich
will be held by Mattachine Midwest dur-
ing November in connection with the
local gay group's 10th anniversary.

Matlovich is engaged in a legal bat-
tle to reverse his discharge from the
Air Force because of his open gayness.

A public fundraising party will take
place Saturday, Nov. 15, from 6 to 9

p.m. at the Baton Show Lounge, 436 N.
Clark St. Headliners from the Baton's
cast will perform a special debut of
their new. show for Matlovich and the

rest of the party.
Admission to the party will be $5 per

person, which will include the show and
one free drink. BAll other drink pro-
ceeds go directly to the Matlovich De-

fense Fund by arrangement with Baton
management. (The bar had already col-
lected over $450 for the Matlovich fund
from other events it sponsored prior to

(continued on page 28)

achine to host Sgt. Ma Jovich

Photos by ROBERT VANDIVER

MONEY PROBLEMS :
hay newsline
1angs It up

The Gay News and Events recorded tel-
ephone message service, operated for two

years by Free Spirit Fellowship's Pat-
rick Townson, suspended operations for
financial reasons Nov. 6.

The service had just observed its

second anniversary Nov. 1.

Funds for the service were derived
from sales of advertising messages which |
accompanied each day's new recording of
gay-related news reports, but during the

(continued on page 28)
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Jamie’s raid
sparks legal action

The arrest of 66 persons in a police
raid on Jamie's, a gay bar at 1110 N.
Clark st., has led Chicago. gay activists
to consult with civil liberties attor-
neys about legal action to prevent simi-
lar future incidents.

All employees and customers present
in the bar were taken into custody on
the evening of Oct. 25 by Chicago Ave.
(18th) district police. The employees
were charged with belng "keepers of a

A COMMENTARY

a) marriage uproar

10t all bad news

By WILLIAM B. KELLEY

Chicago gay activists were in a furor
but the rest of the local gay and non-
gay community was much calmer during
October and early November in the wake
of plans by two lesbians to challenge
Illinois marriage laws and apply for a
marriage. license from Cook County Clerk
Stanley J. Kusper.

The two women were Nancy Davis and
Toby Schneiter.

The attempt for a license, which took

place Oct. 20 and eventually landed the
women in jail, was opposed by many gay
persons active in Chicago gay rights
efforts on the -ground that unfavor-
able publicity it might generate would
harm chances of passage for 20th Ward
Ald. Clifford P. Kelley's City Council
bill to ban anti-gay discrimination in
jobs, housing, and public accommoda-
tions.

The bad press was anticipated because
one of the two women was already legally
married (to a man) and because plans in-
cluded 'not only a traditional 1legal
challenge but also a sit-in which the
women announced in advance they hoped
would result in their imprisonment and a
hunger strike.

A related editorial is on page 3.

Bistro wins
||cense Lase

license revocation charges
agalnst Dugan's Bistro, 420 N. Dearborn.
St., were dismissed Nov. 6 by Cook Coun-
ty Circuit Judge Edward F. Healy, who
spoke favorably in his ruling of gay
people's right to associate with each
other in bars and elsewhere and who lam-

basted the City of Chicago's Law Depart-
ment for bringing the charges against
the Bistro.

(continued on page 22)

(continued on page- 28)

HIGHLIGHTS INSIDE

(4); GAY HEALTH
BECKMAN HOUSE'S new
site (4): COUNSELING STAFF grows (4);
VD BUS RESULTS (8): WRITERS wanted (8);
ALD. KELLEY to speak (8); C.C. FORD per-
form (9); NEW BLOOMINGTON (IND.) center
(9) ; BARBARA LOVE on lesbians (11); 500
AT IND. meet (14); NORMAN still fighting
(17); GAY JEWS meet (17); GENDER SERV-
ICES expands (28); KAREN BURNS debuts
(31)--plus regular columns and Halloween
pictures.

GAY PRIDE WEEK plans
WORKERS meet (4);

In fact, news'coverage did not dwell
on the absurd aspects of an already-mar-
ried person "testing" the marriage law
in behalf of gay people, and the tone of
the coverage and reader reaction proved
generally favorable to the idea of gay
marriage. At presstime, no clear indica-
tion could be found of the extent to
which the incident may have affected the
City Council bill's chances by arousing
hostility in local political circles.

However, in an attempt to combat un-
favorable publicity and dissociate the
gay rights bill from what was termed a
"badly timed" and "opportunistic" "pub-
licity stunt," representatives of more
than a dozen local gay groups (most of
them with predominantly male member-
ships) called a news conference Oct. 23
and pointed out their differences with
the marriage-license action.

The opposing views presented at the
news conference were reported by local
media together with the then-continuing
sit-ins and arrests of Schneiter (the
already-married one) and Davis.

Plans for united action against the
Schneiter-Davis plan had brought more
local gay organizations into cooperative
association than had come together on
any issue in several years. The meetings
to deal with the marriage-license scheme
had evolved by early November into a
proposal for continuing regular monthly

(continued on page 13)
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EDITORIAL - - - -« -« -----.

- Workers

An _editorial
a8y opportunists:
must we tolerate tt

Tt is discouraging to many gay activ-
ists working diligently on various proj-
ects when a small band of people come up

with some half-baked scheme to damage
their progress. One such incident was
the Nancy Davis - Toby Schneiter - Jeff

Graubart (i.e., the Chicago Gay Rights
Action Coalition) marriage attempt.

Davis and Schneiter applied for a
marriage license Oct. 20. It didn't seem
to bother them that Schneiter was al-
ready married. It didn't matter whether
their shenanigans damaged the City Coun-
cil gay rights proposals. It didn't mat-
ter that gay organizers asked, begged,
and even threatened them not to proceed.
It didn't matter that they had no sup-
“port, because it didn't matter to them
whether they succeeded or not.

What were their motives?

There seem to have been two. First
was ''mass mobilization" of gay people.
They felt that if they applied, were de-
nied, then held a sit-in, were arrested,
and went on a hunger strike, the en-
tire gay community would fall behind
them in support. Perhaps, in their wild
dreams, they would be our saviors.

We remember the last time these same
admitted Trotskyites called for '"mass
mobilization'" of gay people. It was for
a massive gay march on Washington. They
felt that if there were enough gays mo-
bilized, they would be able to help make
the gay movement into a vanguard of the
revolutionary program of the Socialist
Party, with which Davis and
Graubart have been associated.

" They planned a huge conference
Champaign-Urbana (I11.),
and Davis then lived,

in
where Graubart
to plan for the
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march. The conference, like the march,
failed to attract the people.

It was easy for gay leaders across
the country to figure out what was hap-
pening. It shouldn't take much for every
gay person to figure out what's happen-
ing here. ‘

Davis and Graubart also failed at
their scheme last year of a daily demon-
stration at the Civic Center until Chi-
cago's gay rights bills were passed.

(And it was Graubart who publicly de-
nounced other gay activists at the 1974
Gay Pride rally in the Civic Center Pla-
za as '"'sergeant majors" of the '"Water-
gate criminals in the City Council.")

They have never understood, or cared,
that it takes time to get Ilegislation
passed. They want it NOW, NOW, NOW. Or,
as one of them put it to ‘a local lesbian
activist urging them to abandon their
marriage-license plans: "Don't you real-
ize that gay people are DYING this min-
ute?" (This, to a woman who has seen
over 20 years' more dying and other op-
pression than any of them.) :

Well, that's not the way the system
works. New York has tried and failed
five times for gay rights legislation.
Chicago has tried only once to date. And
we had an excellent chance for passage
this time up, before the marriage scheme
hit the press.

- It's uncertain what effect, if any,
-it will have on the Chicago bill. But
Ald. Clifford Kelley felt it wouldn't
help, just as the National Organization
for Women felt it wouldn't help the ERA
(if you remember, one of the arguments

against the ERA is that it will help le-

galize gay marriages).

IVERSEY

‘We know that civil rights legislation
is only a beginning toward social jus-
tice, not the ultimate goal. And we are
not against gay people -attempting mar-
riage. But let's give it a good try, and
let's time it right. There were others
who were working on it. They had lawyers
and had done a lot of behind-the-scenes
maneuvering. They might have an excel-
lent chance. But they were waiting just
long enough for the right time, in their
informed opinion. And at least they were
not already married. And at least they
really wanted to succeed.

Davis and Graubart's second motive
was even more insulting--a cheap public-
ity stunt for their book, Heterosexual.
Incidentally, the news media did mention
the book, so the two were successful in
at least one part of their aim.

After jeopardizing the gay rights
bill and another gay couple's marriage
plans (not to mention the security of
the alien to whom Schneiter is married),

for the sake of '"mass mobilization'! . and
personal publicity, is it conceivable
that these eleventh-hour opportunists
will continue to seek gay community sup-
‘port? :
--MICHAEL A. BERGERON, Editor

GAY SWITCHBOARD
929~HELP

COME AND EXPERIENCE A FANTASY UNIVERSE OF SENSUOUS DELIGHTS AT CHICAG Q'S HOTTEST NEW
DISCO. TREAT YOUR HEAD TO THE INCREDIBLE "ZOLAR-SYSTEM", A BREATHTAKING COMBINATION OF
LIGHTS, VISUALS, AND WRAP-AROUND SOUND. TWO DANCE FLOORS, A GAME ROOM, REFRESHMENTS.
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[The following article jg reprinted frop the_National Gay Task Force's

(Barrett'L. Brick, editor)

may be equally applicable to local gay rights efforts in Chicago and

elsewhere.f—E 5

For the Sixth time, the New vork
counci ] Considereqd a bilj] that would
have banneq discrimination dgainst Peo-

Sexua]l orientation
1n the areag of housing, employment, and
accommodation. For the Sixth
the

Californigs
month rejecteqd an
Yeferendunm on the repeal of that State'sg
Sodomy laws . Why ,
marked difference in results
Californig and New York City?
The unfortunately,
lie in the disease that some have termeq
"Manhattan Myopig. "
tical lobbyists
content tq accept

as representative of  the City as 4
whole. Tt isn't,
For too long, the Standard tactic

whelming Support frop the
ticians, Virtually ignoring the Cconsery-
ative opes. It doesn't work . :
If we do

not: learn to rise above

City , these

“Worthy of

tactics, the New York €Xperience
will Continue tqo itself across

attracteqg more
tention than 4dig New York:'g Gay Pride
latter was
attendeqg by 60,000 bPeople, the former by
under g hundreq. It is the Same reasgn
that the Californjig gay community wag
able +to block the anti—sodomy-repeal
referendum drive . of Californig
and the gays of Queens County treat the
issue of gay rights as a serioug issue,
consideration by a131 their
fellow citizens, and not Mmerely an exer-
Cise in intellectua] liberalism, '
It is €asy to learn from Success,
Whether we learn from our failures will
be our true test. 0

Concerns.
everyone -
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MARRIAGE (continued frop bage 1)

meetings of

rights task force

the sole eXception) coming togethey to

denounce two lesbiang bublicly Proved
too much for many local lesbian activ-
ists, most of whom Said they haq been

Unaware of both the Schneiter-DaVis tac-
tics ang their Opposition until the last
minute.

The Organizing nucleuys
conference

for +the news
anti—Schneiter—
the Task Force

e€vents hagd been uninvolved in the ATER
task force and hence unaware of the im-
Pending storm
fury.

communi ty" despite the  lack of input
from a13 but a Comparative few lesbiang
in its formulation.

AS a result of the lesbian'group Pro-
meetingsg were subsequently
lesbian and gay male actiy-
ists, Approximately equal Numbers of men
and women
for the Stands on the
: and to understang

been uninvolvegq
Oof electoral Politicg which

lesbian " groups!!

Schneiter—Davis issue
why Many lesbiang
in the type
City Counci]
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D.C. CONFERENCE (continued from page 20)

next year. It would be impossible to
summarize the many reports, panel dis-
cussions, speeches, and proposals that

emerged from the conference in one ‘arti-
cle. However, future issues of the Gay
Crusader will draw on resource materials
provided by the conference to give our
readers detailed studies of many of the
subjects dealt with at Washington.

After the conference, some of those
in attendance 1lobbied for the Abzug-
Koch gay rights bill (H.R. 5452) during
visits to their Congressional represen-—
tatives' offices. The folloWing weekend,
others attended the Pennsylvania State
Gay Conference at Harrisburg (Pa.) and
sat in on a meeting of Gov. Milton
Shapp's advisory group of gay activists
and cabinet departmental aids.

Two Gay Crusader staff members were

at the Washington meetings, and one of
them also attended the Harrisburg con-
ference.

§

MARRIAGE (continued from page 13)

dominantly male gay groups was also dis-
cussed at the meetings, held Oct. 27 and
Nov. 4.

(Hardly discussed was the question of
Schineiter and Davis' failure, although
they themselves are activist lesbians,
to consult more closely with the lesbian
gfoups about their marriage attempt.)

Meanwhile, following Schneiter and
Davis' arrests and confinement in the
House of Correction, their health was

reported to have deteriorated, and an
appeal was made at the Oct. 27 meeting
by their collaborator Jeff Graubart for
support and assistance in securing their
release from jail. The assistance proved
unnecessary even if it had been availa-
ble, though,
after being sentenced to "time
on criminal trespass charges
later. ;
All the nuances,
opinion, chronology,
ments, historical factors,
ramifications of the Schneitéer-Davis
events could be dealt with fully only in
a much longer article, and +then neces-
sarily only from a subjective viewpoint.
In retrospect, perhaps it would have

served"
two days

crosscurrents of
political align-

been preferable for any gay opposition
to the marriage-license adventure to
have been quicker and more precise in

its expression. However, this was under-

standably difficult because of the inex- .

of the groups that came toge-
and because of the
complexity of trying to renounce the
Schneiter-Davis absurdities while not
seeming to oppose gay marriage itself.

To say the least, it was inartful for
a news conference (or any other group)
to purport to speak for the entire’gay
community, whether or not lesbians were
proportionately represented among the
conference organizers.

And it would have been far better to
have considered lesbian activists' views
more fully in formulating a response to
Schneiter and Davis--though the failure
to do so was the inevitable result of
lesbian noninvolvement in the ongoing
activities out of which the response
had sprung. :

But, if the Schneiter-Davis debacle
has helped to discredit doctrinaire op-
portunism, to foster cooperation among
Chicago gay groups, or to improve under-
standing between lesbian and gay male
activists, and if the’ resulting public-
ity has helped more than harmed gay
rights goals, then all the energy ex-
pended during the imbroglio was not
utterly wasted. ‘

perience
ther over the issue

000000
0000000000

as the women were released 1

and broader
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WRITE YOUR SENATOR
(continued from page 20)
suggestions

from the NGTF for letter

writers.--Ed.]

WRITE TO:
Hon. [Senator's full name |
Room |see list below]

Senate Office Building

[Russell or Dirksen--see list]

Washington, D. C. 20510
EXAMPLE:

Hon. Alan Cranston

Room 452

Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator [last name]

Letter text.

SOME RULES:

(1) Say you are a resident or con-
- stituent and a registered voter;
Urge the Senator to join in co-
sponsoring legislation designed
to protect gays from arbitrary
discrimination;

Briefly explain the need, in your
own words, including that more
than two dozen cities have al-
ready enacted such protection and
that the National Council of
Churches, the American Psychia-
tric Association, and many other
groups have urged Congress to do
this;

Such legislation (H.R. 5452) has
already been introduced by 24
members of Congress;

(2)

(3)

(4)

Ask for a meeting with the Sena-
tor in his home State, or in
Washington if you go there, in
order to discuss the legislation
with him;

If you cannot risk signing the
letter, say that and explain that
is one of the reasons legislation
is needed;

If you go to see a Senator, dress
appropriately so you don't have
to overcome his dress code preju-
dice on top of getting your gay
rights message across.

(5)

(6)

(7)

SOME MIDWESTERN SENATORS
*I1linois

Charles H. Percy--4321 Dirksen

Adlai E. Stevenson--456 Russell
*Indiana

Birch Bayh--363 Russell

Vance Hartke--313 Russell
*Michigan

Robert P. Griffin--353 Russell

Philip A. Hart--253 Russell
*Missouri

Thomas F. Eagleton--6235 Dirksen

Stuart Symington--229 Russell
*Wisconsin

Gaylord Nelson--221 Russell

William Proxmire--5241 Dirksen

can tell you the

from other States.

Your local library
names of Senators

|
i
l

A WORD T0 OUR READERS.

The Gay Crusader appears a week late
this month in order to bring you picture
coverage of Halloween events and because
several of our staff were at out-of-town
gay conferences in October.

Our staff are all volunteers who pro-
duce the paper after their 9-to-5 jobs
are over. Thus, if you'd like to help in
writing, news reporting, artwork, or any
other capacity, you'd be more than wel-
come.

We especially need someone to coordi-
nate (not sell) ads. You don't have to
sell the ads--more advertisers are ready
to place ads than we can get around to;
you just need to make the.contact and
pick up the copy.
and it's a good way to meet business-
persons. Give us a call at 348-2584 or
327-3042 evenings.

There's a commission,

NOVEMBER,

BISTRO (continued from page 1)

Healy had heard the appeal brought by
the Bistro from the revocation of its
license by the city Local Liquor Control
Commission earlier this year.

. Three grounds for revocation had been
upheld by the License Appeals Commis-
sion prior to filing of the case in Cir-
cuit Court. Those grounds, which Healy's
decision rejected, were that employees
of the popular discothéque had assaulted
a patron, refused a woman admittance
through unlawful discriminatory admis-
sion policies, and allowed two male pat-
rons to "fondle" each other "lewdly."
Healy ruled that the liquor commission's
decision against the bar on those
grounds was contrary to the "manifest
weight of the evidence."

The city has 30 days within which to
choose whether to appeal Healy's ruling.

The text of Healy's opinion was un-
available to the Gay Crusader- at press-
time. However, in a memorandum filed
with the court, attorneys for the Bis-
tro said earlier:

"There is no dispute

[that] Dugan's

Bistro is a ~tavern which draws a sub-
stantial portion of its clientele from
Chicago's large homosexual community.

That is not to say, however, [that] peo-
ple from all walks of life . . . are not
entertained at the Bistro . . . .

"Yet, since Dugan's opened in June of
1973, a variety of charges have been al-
leged. In this broceeding, there were 10
charges asserted. With respect to two of
those charges, no evidence whatever was
bresented by the city, while no. substan-

tive evidence was presented concerning
two additional charges. :

"It is difficult to avoid the con-
clusion that Dugan's Bistro has encoun-
tered difficulty 'in large measure be-
cause of its clientele and the fact that
it is located across. the street from a
police station." :

In testimony during the liquor com-
mission hearings, Bistro president Ed-
ward Davison said that the bar has a
policy of "no necking or petting," al-
though "we don't mind someone kissing
hello, kissing goodbye, or whatever. TIf
it is prolonged, then we stop it."

One of the two men charged with "lewd
fondling" testified that he ' had been
kissed goodbye by the other but denied
that either had fondled the other's
penis area, as charged by 18th District
patrol officer Thomas Fuller, who the
gay man testified had been trying to en-
gage him and his friends in compromising
conversation all evening prior to the
arrest, which occurred just 17 days af-
ter Dugan's Bistro was opened.

Davison testified that when he was
arrested the same evening for allegedly
allowing the two men to commit indecent
acts, he asked the police officer whe-
ther kissing were . against ‘the law, and
the officer answered that it was. The
police officer's arrest report failed to
state that “the two men were actually
fondling each other, though more than a
year later, when the license revocation
case was reached for hearing, he teésti-
fied that he recalled their doing so.

During his decision, Healy read ap-
provingly from a recent WBBM-TV (Channel
2) editorial in favor of 20th Ward Ald.
Clifford P. Kelley's gay rights bill.

This paper would not be
Dossible without the
support of our advertisers
We love them.

You will too!

1975



PAGE 28

MATLOVICH (continued from page 1)

the Nov. 15 party.) Tickets will be sold
at the door or in advance from P. O. Box
924, Chicago 60690.

In addition to the public affair, a
private party for donors of $100 or more
to the defense fund will be held Sunday
afternoon, Nov. 16, at the architectur-
ally renowned Dewes House, 503 W.
Wrightwood Ave., now the home of Chicago
gay businessman Chuck Renslow. Invita-
tions to the exclusive Sunday event may
be obtained from Mattachine Midwest
president Guy Warner (929-8650) or from
Jack David of the Up North restaurant
(761-6660) , which will cater it.

And a cocktail party for officers of
Chicago's gay organizations will be
given Friday, Nov. 14, by the Mattachine
board of - directors at Warner's home,
2930 N. Commonwealth Ave. Purpose of the
gathering will be to solicit organiza-
tional gifts for the defense fund.

All the events are being held as
part of the local Mattachine organiza-
tion's 10th anniversary year. The group

was organized in early 1965 and received

its corporate charter in December of
that year. 4
Members of the gay or non-gay com-

munity unable to attend any of the Mat-
lovich fundraising events may make con-
tributions to the defense fund by mail-
ing checks, payable to Mattachine Mid-
west, to P. O. Box 924, Chicago 60690.

THE CHICAGO GAY CRUSADER
; GAY NEWSLINE- (continued from page 1)

second anniversary weekend Townson's
messages included a plea for donations.
¥ He said that advertising revenues met
less than half the service's expenses.

" It was learned that among the finan-
cial problems . of the newsline was a
failure on the part of several adver-
tisers to pay their bills and a delay in
payment by the State of Illinois for
a large quantity of Gayellow Pages di-
rectories sold by Free Spirit Fellowship

for use by State social service agen-
cies.

Late in the day Nov. 5, the regular
message was superseded by a terse re-

cording which said in part: "This tele-
phone number is no longer in service.
Due to the increasing financial burden
in connection with the maintenance of
the newsline, Free Spirit Fellowship has
discontinued its operation.

"Free Spirit Fellowship has also dis-
‘continued operation of 939-4600. That
number was used as a 24-hour question-
and-answer service for gay people in the
Chicago area."

A later version of the last message

stated: "We suggest that you take your
questions and inquiries to some other
gay organization operating a similar

24-hour-a-day service free of charge."
On the afternocon of Nov. 6, calls to
427-1234 (the newsline number) and ‘to
Free Spirit's offices at 939-4600 were
intercepted-by a telephone company oper-

FOR TRANSVESTITES, TRANSSEXUALS
New staff, programs
at Gender Services

Gender Services of Chicago,
service agency '"for the transvestite,
transsexual, female impersonator, and
drag queen community," has been reactiv-
ated and expanded to a staff of four
persons, according to directors Ron
Coleman and John Prowett.

Besides Prowett (formerly with the
TV/TS program of Los Angeles' Gay Commu-
nity Service Center) and Coleman (a pro-
fessional entertainer), Gender Services'

a social

staff includes Sandy (a pre-operative
female-to-male transsexual) and his
mate.

Meetings of 'the group are held at

Coleman's home--546 W.
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

The organization is currently in-
volved in resource referrals (to doc-
tors, lawyers, clothing shops, etc.),
paraprofessional counseling, speaking
engagements, and rap groups.

Future plans include an office, ex-
panded counseling programs, training for
new gender roles, job and housing place-
ment, and liaison with governmental and
private agencies in behalf of trans-
vestites and transsexuals.

More information can be obtained from
Coleman at 281-8337 or Prowett at 549-
9392, Tuesday through Friday, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. 2 :

Brompton Pl.--

ator who stated that the numbers were
"temporarily disconnected." The same re-
port was received by callers to other
telephone numbers in the Free Spirit
offices at 343 S. Dearborn St. :

During its two years of operation,
Townson's newsline was the only service
of its kind in the nation. It was not
Chicago's first--an earlier version was
operated for a short time in 1973 by
Michael A. Bergeron and the Advocates of
Gay Action, called Dial-a-Gay-Message—-
but the Gay News and Events enterprise
was the most elaborate.

It may have inspired two other local

recording services which are still in
existence: "What's Happening in Gay
Chicago," operated by Ralph Paul Gern-

hardt's Mass Media Men on 929-4662,
Holy Covenant Community Church's
message in La Grange on 354-7679.
In a statement, Gay Crusader editor
Michael A. Bergeron said: "Though we had
differences of opinion on specific as-

and
daily

pects of the Gay News and Events opera-
tion and we were professional competi-
tors, we support the general concept of

a daily recorded news service
gay community and consider that such a
service is a valuable asset which the
community must regret losing. We criti-
cized Patrick Townson's operation when
we felt it was in error, but doubtless
many people benefited from the news-
line, and we are sorry to see gay Chica-
go lose a medium for communication and
news,"

for the

JAMIE'S RAID (continued from page 1)

disorderly house, of which the customers
were accused of being "inmates."

At Jleast one customer was actually
charged with prostitution.

Those who were able to post bail be-
fore dawn were released on $25 bonds and

SUBSCRIBE !

TO THE
CHICAGO GAY CRUSADER

given Nov. 14 court dates. But 31
customers and employees who either did
not have money or for whom police were
unable to complete the paperwork in time
were taken to Holiday Court the next
morning, where all their cases were dis-
missed. However, old warrants were found
to be outstanding for two of them, and
they had bond set for later court dates
on the old charges.

Police conducting the raid reportedly
referred to male patrons as "ladies" and
other terms of attempted derision.

Within two hours of the raid, Jamie's
had reopened for business, and by 4:30
a.m. one of those arrested had already
returned to the bar.
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The basis of the charges is a Chicago
city ordinance originally designed to
control houses of prostitution but for
many years used to support mass arrests
of gay bar patrons and other persons in
congregations or establishments to which
city authorities objected. The ordinance
is viewed by American Civil Liberties
Union Ilawyers = as unconstitutional, but
to date it has not been successfully
tested in court.

The raid at Jamie's was the largest

-one .conducted on a Chicago gay bar in at

least. five years (unless a similar raid
on a large Loop tavern earlier this year
is counted, in which a few female imper-
sonators were arrested along with the
other patrons of the predominantly non-
gay bar) . However, the Jamie's raid fol-
lowed by less than a week another Chica-
go Ave. police raid on a Near North Side
non-gay bar--the Medinah Pub, 19 E.
Ohio ‘St.--in which everyone inside was

likewise arrested on "disorderly house"
charges.

The legal theory of the charges is
that an act of prostitution or public
indecency makes a place a "disorderly
house,” and anyone who remains there

with knowledge of the unlawful acts is
guilty of being an "inmate."

Or, as Sgt. Thomas McGady was quoted
on the Oct. 22 Medinah Pub raid: "I'm
sure they [the customers] were all soli-
cited by these girls,' and after that
they remained at their own risk."

Management personnel at Jamie's—-one
of whom said he had been in the bar bus-
iness "for 40 years"--said they had nev-
er heard of police arresting all a bar's
customers. However, such incidents have
occurred many times in the past (though
more rarely in recent years).

Many of those arrested listed the
bar's address as their own and stated
that they were unemployed. Others ar-
rested 1listed occupations such as writ-
er, model, beautician, investor, carpen-
ter, excavator, porter, student, and
construction worker. Two or more persons
each described themselves as dancers or
truckdrivers. g

It was erroneously reported by an-
other local gay news organization five
days after the raid that a second raid
had occurred Oct. 29 at the bar. The re-
port apparently stemmed from an uncon-
firmed account given to a local gay ac-
tivist that evening and passed on by
him to other gay groups. However, an on-
the-spot investigation by the Gay cru-
sader found no evidence of such a second
raid, the bar management denied it, and
the gay news service (Free Spirit Fel-
lowship's Gay News and Events recorded
telephone message) broadcast a retrac-
tion the next day.

Earlier on the night of the Oct. 25
raid, police reportedly warned pedestri-
ans near Jamie's along Clark St. and in
nearby Washington (Bughouse) Square that
"loitering prostitutes will be arrest-
ed." However, the Gay Crusader was un-
able to verify the reports.

Patrick Townson of Free Spirit Fel-
lowship was an eyewitness of the actual
25 raid and alerted other gay
groups, including the Gay Crusader,
shortly afterward. His story on the ar-
rests was published by another local
newspaper, Chicago Gay Life, its
Oct. 29 issue.
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caused and see that he and other incom-
petent individuals are not offered prime
time on television to peddle their in-
ferior views.
WILLIAM W. WILKIE
New Bedford, Mass.
[ABC-TV has replaced the AMerica show
with a new, lightweight format called
Good Morning, America. But it's always
valuable to write the networks with your
complaints or praise.--Ed.]



