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- EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT

(Reprinted from May 16 Off Our Backs)
"Fquality of rights under lew shall not
be denied or abridged by the United States
or by any State on account of sex."” .

The Equal Rights Amendment is before -
Congress for the 47th consecutive year,
The Constitutional Amendment Subcommittee
of the Senate Judiciary Committee held
hearings May 5~7. This committee held
similar hearings in 1956.
Amendment has been passed by the Senate
twice, in 1950 and 1953, but was defeated
in the House both times,

Historically, women's organizations
have supported the amendment, while the
labor movement and women within that move-
ment have opposed it. Organizations such
as the National Women's Party, the Na-
tional Federation of Business and Profes-
sional Women's Clubs, and the National
Organization of Women have fought for the
amendment in order to set a constitution-
al standard of absolute equality of the
Sexes, (Continued on next page)

The Equal Rights

ALICE HAMLTON
DEFD _

Dre Alice Hamilton, the woman for whom
our clinic will be named, died on Septem-
ber 22 at the age of 101, She had lived
at Hull House from 1897-1919, during which
time she participated in the Illinois
Occupational Diseases Commission in 1910
(the first of its kind in this country),
and several comparable federal studies.

In 1919, she was appointed a profes-
sor at Harvard Medical School, the first
woman to have such a job (this was years
before Harvard Medical School had any wo-
men students)., Her appointment to Har-
vard was clearly recognition that she was
the foremost American doctor in the field
of industrial medicine, She retired from
Harvard in 1935.

In addition to her profe:sional
activities, she was a supporter of many
radical activities throughout her life.

(Continued on next page)
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Oct, 3 Saturday—---- Collogo Orzanizing Jorkshop, Roosovelt U, 420 S, ifichigzan
foom 420 at 12:00 noon
Oct, 4 Sundaye—eeee- Citywido moeting--panol on Iqual Rights Amondment
1:00-5:00 at U. of Chicago, Ida Noyes, Joodlaun and 59th Sts.
Oct, 6 Tuosdaye——m—- Anarchist study sroup (meots ovory Tuos.) 8:00 at northside
contor, 2150 N, Halsted (2nd floor rear apt)
Oct. 7 iodnosday---«lomon's levolutionary Art Coop (overy led,) 8:00 northside ctr
Oct, 12 .londay--e—e- Docislonmaking meoting for northside eontor (avery socond and
fourth .fon.) 8:00
Cet. 15 Thursday---C:LU Stoerinz Committeo, 8:00 Call office for locatlon
Oct, 16&17~=mmemm- -Abortion Conferenceo sponsored by TiIAL with dancy Stoarns
loader of NY coalition as spoakor. Call 935-0364 for moro info
Oct., 19 londayee==- Introductory orogram for new womon-~oriontation to CILU,
: 7:30, northside contor, 2150 N, Halsted (2nd fleor rear apt)
Oct. 25 Sunday~--=.lino tasting, sign makinzg marty to make signs for women*s

continzont for Oct. 31 anti-tar domonstration--1-6:00 northsido cty




EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT CONTINUED

ALICE HAMILTON CONTINUED:ssesnssves

The amendment would nulify laws con-
sidered protective of women as well as
those which are clearly discriminatory.
It would nulify "protective" laws placing
special limitations on women with regard
to hours of work and the amount of weight
lifted on the job; laws providing alimony
to be awarded to ex-wives but not ex-hus-
bands; discriminatory preferences, based
on sex, in child custody cases; and the
exclusion of women from the Military Se-
lective Service Act. Discriminatory laws
prohibiting women from certain occupations
dual pay schedules for men and women, and
Social Security and other social welfare
legislation which give greater benefits
to men then women would also be prohibited
by the amendment.

THE AFL-CIO and all of the major trade
unions, women in the labor movement, as
well as many left wing groups who have
traditionally fought for women's rights
have long opposed the amendment, The a-~
mendment would wipe out all of the gains
the labor movement has won restricting
hours and contions of work for women.,
Their argument is twofold: Existing
protective legislation should not be des-
troyed before it is expanded to include
both sexes; and the multiple roles which
women play in this society necessitate
that their problems be dealt with through
special provisions for them.

The United Auto Workers (UAW), at
their convention this April, became the
only major trade union to go on record
supporting the amendment, The Women's
Department of the UAW presented a resol-
ution in support of the amendment to the
convention and it was passed with no op-
position. A staff member of the Depart-
ment stated that many of the so-called
protective law s are in fact used to dis-
criminate against women. "Those laws
which truly protect ocught to apply to
both men and women," Dorothy Haener said.

In 1915 she accompanied Jane Addams to
Europe in an attempt to protest World
War I, She supported Sacco and
Vanzetti in the 1920s and was involved
in many other labor movement and free
speech fights. Of course, she was ulso
active in the Women's Rights movemen! of
the time, _

Needless to say, the Establiszhwant
-press didn't say very much zhou® ho»
deat e The Chicago Deily Mews bumiad
its brief, three-parngrarh ilten on the
back page; even tho New Y.vu Times' ae-
ticle was only slightly lore and
neither mentioncd tha faetl = sha had
lived at Hull Louse Tor cver TOATS,
nor did they mention that shs was, Tor
all practical purposes, the feundew of
industrial medicine in this couniry,

If Dr, Hemilton hod becn a man and a
conservative, hor dezth might have been
front-page n2vs, but she was mersly a
woman (and a redical at that), so she's
unimportant to the pig press.

[ Rock Bomal |

The WOMENS LIBFERATION ROCK BAND is re-
structuring itself, The band is serious
about its role of creating a poliitical
counter-culture and holds competznce as
a necessary means towards that end.

Weo would like any women singers or
masicians to call either Lynette Davis
86L-9367 or Kathy Rowley 784-8063 about
auditions,.
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The struggle to protect all working

people should not be waged under the ban-
ner of sexual discrimination,

The effect of the amendment, if pas-
sed, on working as well as middle class
women is  difficult to predict. We pro-
bably have another three years to argue
the question. It took women 50 years to
secure the vote, and the Equal Rights A-
mendment is a spry 47.

At the citywide meeting on Cetober 4,

the main topiz of dieauzsicn will be the
Equal Rights fmendw=:ii, aid what our posi-
tion on it shovlid . A pans? will pro-
sent the pro ard cocn . ~oitions and liter-
ature on the subluct «i 3 D2 availabls
from other women’s groups around the

s
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by Heidi Steffens._oouhtry.
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OLD WAVE AND NEW

by Ellen DuBois

(SECOND PART OF AN ARTICLE BEGUN IN LAST CWLU NEWSLETTER)

By the time the Civil War had started,
women were (1) beginning to understand
how they were oppressed; (2) slightly
wary of working with men on other politi-
cal issues; (3) but not totally corwvinc-
od that it was impossible for women to
work as political equals with men in re--
form political activity. When the War be-
gan, the women dropped all their activi-
ties as feminists, and threw themselves
into patriotic work. They were very con-
scious that their participation in the na-
tional wartime mobilization would be a
test of their political seriousness. They
also expected to be amply rewarded for
their selfless activity once the war was
over. They were not. And that was where
the final blow was struck and the leading
feminists realized they they could not
put political trust in men; that it was
nearly impossible for even the most liber-
al of men to understand how much woman
feels her oppression and how much she
wants her freedom.

The first hint of this final betrayal
by liberal men was in the 14th Amendment.
This amendment -~ the second of the three
amendments that followed the Civil War --
defined the rights of citizenship, and
prohibited the denail of those rights to
persons on the basis of race, color, or
previous condition of servitude. This
was all fine and good except for one
thing -- the federal government was ex-
tending its protection only to all citi-
zens of the male sex., Not only were wo-
men ignored by the Amendment, but they
discovered that, after its passage, they
were considerably worse off than before.
For the first time, the word 'male' ap-
peared in the Federal Constitution. Pre-
viously, political diserimination against
women had been a matter of local statute
and public sentiment, Now, with the 14th
Amendment, this discrimination was being
ondorsed on the national level. Women
were furious. They appealed to male a-
bolitionists and radical republicans for
support; is this how they were to be re-
paid for their loyal services during the
War? Wendell Phillips, leader of the a-
bolitionist forces, assured them that

thoir time would come, that when he start-_

ed laboring for the franchisement of the

black man, he would labor for women glsc.
Two years later the Fifteenth  Amend-
ment was passed by Congress., It prohi-
bited disfranchisement on the grounds of
race, color or previous condilion of
servitude -~ but not one word about sex.
Once again, women discovered that they
could not put their faith in male reform-
ers because the oppression of women was
not tep priority for anyone but them-
solves, They had been literally abandon—
ed by the most radical political movement
of the day. As it turned out, the deci-
sion of the abolitionists to ignore wo-
men's claim to the ballot was a particu-
larly momentous decision. It took a~-
nother fifty years to get the ballot for
women. This was the final blcw --femin-
ists had learned that if women ever were
to win their rights, they would have to
win them without the help of men.

Looking back on the 1860's, Eliza-
Cady Stanton wrote:

"WJe would warn the young women of
the coming generation against man's
advice as to their best interests,
their highest development. We
would point for them the moral of
our experiences: that woman must
lead the way to her own enfranchise-
ment, and work out her own salvation
with a hopeful courage ard deter-
mination that knows no fear nor
trembling., She must not put her
trust in man in this transition
period, since, while regarded as his
subject, his inferior, his slave,
their interests must be antagonis-
tic."

The process has been the same for
the feminists of the second wave, First,
we began to understand that women were
opprossed, thoughout our society, and
that the oppression of women had crept
into even the most radical political
movements of the day. Then we started

to raise questions about the oppression
of women and the "proper spheres" (19th
Century) or "stereotyped roles" (20th
Cen'ury) of men and women. But we have
fourd that at worst men were uninterested
(or amused) by such issues ~-- and at best

beth

(Continued on ngxt page)



MERIRAL FILE . - o -

Sisters often call the Union for recommendations of physicians and
who treat women with dignity or for names of doctors they should avoid.

therapists
Please help

us develop a useful file by sending in the following information to Ellen Fisher
2951 King Drive ‘913, or Rachel Jacobs 2951 King Drive #602, who are working to

get the information together for use.
Send us: _

Doctor or therapsts name

sex and approximate age

address and phone no.

hospital affiliation

specialty

approximate fee

clinic info send:

Clinic name

address and phone

Is there a geographic cr residence
requirement?

Do you see the same doctor each
visit?
Mw
FEMINISM OLD WAVE AND NEW CONTINUED ..

For

that men were incapable of fully under-
standing the oppression of women,

' So, like the feminists of the 19th
Century, we have gone the separatist
route and formed a movement of our own.
We work in Women's Liberation because we
are not permitted to funetion fully in
other movements for social change and
because, if we don't demand our own liber-
ation, ro one else will,

Perhaps two waves of feminism will be
enough to froee us,

S aE b I R

APARTMENT TO SHARE!!!

Sisters: We are two women living in
Uptovmn who want one or possibly two wo-
men to share our big apartment with us.
We are interested in working out a com-
munal situation and also in sharing our
experiences in and working together on
women's liberation, both in this neigh-
borhood and/or whatever else you may be
involved in, We need someone soon! So
please call us at:
- 784-8063. :
Ask for Kathy Rowley or Sue Holtzman.
The rent is $57,60 a month for a 6 room
apartment with 2 porch and 2 bathrooms.

and communication,

Please rate the following either excellent
good, fair or horrible:

1. Finances: are fees set according to
ability to pay or are they standard:

If standard, are they reasonable? Do pills,

“diaphragms, pap tests cost extra?

2. Clinic appointments: can one make
appointment in advance, orde you have to
just come in and wait?

3. Clinic care: how is medical care
How does it compare
with private doctor?

L, TIs there sexual, racial, class dis-
erimination at particular clinic or doc-
tor?

5, Medicaid/insurance: does doctor/
clinic accept medicaid? insurance plans?
6., Birth control: are all methods fully
explained and offered regardless of age
or marital status?

7. Obstetrics: do patients have choice
in delivery methods and breast or bottle
feeding?

8, Venereal diseas: is treatment good
regardless of ability to provide info
on past sexual contacts? Is one treated
well?

9. Quality of medical care: are medical
histories kept? etc.

10. Doctor-patient communication: does
it exist?
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CWLU now has a cassette tape recorder

and some tapes that can be used to help
us share discussions, music, ete, with
other sisters. The recorder and tapes
will be kept in the office, so if you
want to borrow it, check on what we've got,
or contribute interesting or empty tapes,
call the office (927-1790). Also if

you have a different size tape that we
should copy on a cassette cartridge to
make it more accessible, we can do that.
ILet's share our experiences and resources,



CRILD CARE

Within CJLU there is a need for a
variety of approaches toward liberation,
In attempting to expand the kinds of
programs of CJIU some of us are inter-
ostad in creating a program for women to
organize around the need for child care,
Through such a program, Wwa can begin
to challenge those institutions which

have power--city, state, welfare depart-

meont, churches, industry, other insti-
tutions., By making demands for money
and facilitios and for client control,
wea can begin the struggle for power,

‘lo can deovelop new conters where
children will recoive good care and which
will improve women's lives and increase
our ability to struggle.

o can focus political attention on
the opprossion of women, social respon-
sibility for children, the dostructive
myths of professionalism, the noed for
cliont control., One possible target
is currant licensing of centers--demand-
ing that licensing requirements be made
roalistic (og to meot human neoeds rather
than to ensure Daley control) and at the
samo time opeoning centers to challenge
the licensing system,

Currently the child care problem is
boing discussad and researched by many
individuals and groups. Some see child
care as a profitable enterprise, others
as a way to stabilize the employment of
women, and still othars as a necessary
service for women who work outside the
homo but not for other women, ‘Jo must
make our position clear and develop a
strategy based on our understanding..

Qur proposal, then, is to reach out
to women and to attack the power of
institutions which oppress us. Je are
interested in demanding funds and
facilitios. If you would be willing to
work on such a project, ploase come to
a meoting at the CJLU office on Thursday
Oztoher 8 at 8:00., If you cannot attend
this meeting but are interested, pleaso
contact Heather Booth (538-)063) or
Day Creamer (643--1897).

Hoathor Booth
Day Creameor

AN

HALLOWEEN AUCTION
To raise money for child care center
Sponsored by women's committeeofHPKC
7:00-.10:00 50th & Dorchester 288-834

CQW\ \ ﬁ& ox—

Have you sent in your media form?

iJo have received very few forms from
CILU members, If the new media policy
is to work, you must actively support
it, Please sond in your (filled-out)
form,

SHBOBSIIRBIBERSIRARIEISIBEIEIIIEIIN

4 Yos, sisters, our movement needs  $3
$ monoy to survive, Recently, the 5
§ contributions have significantly $%
$ decreased, o realize there is $$
3 a recession, but if you have money $3
$ pleaso make a pledge to CJLU to $3
$ keop us alive, 3%
CREERE R TR R b Rk R b$$$$$$$$$%$

e EE

On Saturday, September 26, some
sisters in the University of Chicago
chapter of CWYLU broadcast an hour
long program on wHPX, the campus radio
station. Tho program was a wonderful
blend of music and talk which not only
definad the essence of women's libera-
tion but also presented the spirit of
our movement, In short, it was a fun
program to liston to whother you wore
now to womon!s liberation or not.

NEW STAF

At its September 17 meeting the
CWLU steering committee approved the
rocommeondation of a subcommittee that
Karen Ward and Jenny Rohrer be hired
as staff for CWLU, Each woman will be
paid $50 per week., At the end of a
six month period, the steering committee
will review the job and the staff's
work., Both Karen and Jenny have been
active in women's liberation and in
CWLU, Aftler the steering committea's
approval, Jenny and Karen formally
beogan work and Vivian and Day retired
from that position.
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SPANISH CLASS NEEDS PARTICIPANTS.u.....

The ongoing Spanish class, with emphasis
on medical and health terms, is in need
of new members, The class is primarily
intended to teach women Spanish who will

be working with the Alice Hamilton Medical

Clinic which the Union is trying to esta-
blish, If you are interested in the
class call Wllen Afterman 973-3392,

(CCLCLLLCANDINNOYNN

Due to the urgency of the present situa-
tion in the Middle Rast, and the strong
possibility of American troups being
used there in the near future, it has
beon suggested that a lational Committoee
of Solidarity with the Palestinians be
formed supported by all factions of the
American left, _

This committee will function as a
source for information about the Pales-
tinian struggle and will present two
positions:

1. Condemnation of American involve-
ment in th2 Middle East. “

2. Solidarity with the Palestinian
struggle,

A meeting has been called in Detroit
to discuss the formation of the Committco,
its proposals, setting up of a netional
office, and logistics of working with
the various groups of the American Left.

Anyone interested in atterding that
meeting and working on the formation of’
this Committee is welcome. The meeting
will be October 3, Saturday at 1:00 pm,
at the office of Abdeen Jabar 726
Paliser Ave, Detroit, Ifichigan Tel,
(313) 875-3333. -

Having just returned from Jordan and
Lebanon and having spent time with the
Commandos, also attending the Second
World Conference on Palestine in Amman,
September 2-6, I feel that it is highly
important now to.deal with this issue in
a positive way., I will be attending the
meeting in Detroit and will be working
on the establishment of the Committes,
Mana Zakaria 4504 North Racine .25 Chgo.

Uounae Qudtlime.
Fde On Wemem

A central file for course outlinos is
being put together by a woman in St.
Louis. She would liko you to sond
outlines of courses on women which you
have taken or taught. For copios of the
matorial which she has so far collected,
send $2 to: Shorry Etskowtz

Dept. of Sociology

Washington University

St. Louis, lMissouri
Aok ok ok sk gk ook ok sk sk sk ok sk dkok ok ok ok sk ok ok

Marsha Rothenberg recently returned from
one year in Paris where she worked with
the French and European developing women's
liberation movements. She would like

to share her experience with interested

= women in Chicago., If you would like
her to come to talk to your group call
her at 684-7938,

88888888888688888888888888888888888888888
WANT TO JOIN A WOMENS GROUP??7??

If you are receiving this newsletter but
are not part of a chapter of CWLU, we
urge you to join one. 1T¢  _oin & new
grouu .n your area, call the office and
leavs your name and phone number for

the Organizing Committee. This committee
is trying to bring women together in
various parts of the city to form chapters
of the women's union,

THITHTTI 0 T1111111711111]
COLLEGE ORGANTZERS WORKSHOP

On September 19 about 30 women from col-
leges around the Chicago area met to-
gether to talk about problems and program
ideas for women on college campuses, The
group is going to meet again on October 3
Saturday, 12 noon at Roosevelt U, 430
South Michigan Room 420, Interested women
are invited to attend,



LETTER ww RETE MEIL

(NOTE: The following letter was received by CWLU and we thought CWLU members miEgt ;!
. find it interesting--Vivian and Day)

Daspite your efforts to disclaim leadership of the Movement and prevent your
deification, the media persist in acclaiming Soxual Politics as the first '"coherent
theory to buttress its (the Movement's) intuitive passions" and as "the Bible of
Women's Liberation". We fully recognize the value of your book and agree that the
offact it is likely to have on women everywhore is inecalculable, However, we feel
a more emphatic repudiation on your part as the supreme ideologue of the Movement
is essential, In order to assert our principles and prevent their cooptation by
the male power structure, we must, within the Movement, fight the development of a
class system based on skills which are not available to everyone, We must fight
the asceondency of leaders in order to encourage the development of leadership skills
in all women,. We fear that the artificial creation of leaders, as has always been
tho case in maleo--dominated sociekies, will inevitably suppress the initiative of
the majority.

Though we could issue a statement ourselves, wo feel it would be far more
meaningful and effective for you to do so, If you were to address a letter to the
New York Times, as is our suggestion, the chances of their publishing it are
obviously greateor than they would be were it to come from us.

Wo must assert that the Movement has consistently been publishing its ideas
and theories over the years, though widespread publicity is rolatively recent,
The notion that women have been floundering in their own directionlessness and
incoherency until the publication of Sexual Politics is altogether misleading and
harmful, We urge you to write a letter on the bohalf of all women, denying a
monopoly on ideas, denying the existence of a hierarchy within the movement, and
consuring the distortions to which the media have submitted Women's Liberation
in its misrepresentation of your position in the Movement..

Sincerely,
The Feminists
New York, New York

*****#*#*##*#**##***************##*1‘**##**

CWLU needs your dues pledge. We are now paying $100 per wees for the staff of our
organization, In order for us to continue to function, grow and meet expenses,
women must begin to pledge money on a regular basis. Please £ill out this form
and mail with your donation to CWLU 2875 W.. Cermak, Chicago 60623,

I, will pledge $
(rame)

P

a month/ every six months | a year (citcle one) to keep the Union going.,

Fnclosed is .
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